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ALL OF IT: Dahlia Elsayed

Midcareer NJ artist re-arranges over 100 paintings for “humorous, anxious, lusty poem.”


Main Gallery 9/11/10-10/2/10
Opening Reception September 11, 2010, 7-10 PM

Gallery Aferro is pleased to announce the opening of All Of It, an ambitious floor to ceiling exhibition of the work of New Jersey artist Dahlia Elsayed. Ms. Elsayed worked for a month in the 2000 sq. ft space to arrange and rearrange over 100 paintings from the last decade alongside new work to create an experience of “being bombarded by text” and physically walking through a “humorous, anxious and lusty epic poem.” Ms. Elsayed is the inaugural recipient of the 18-month Aferro Studio residency for midcareer New Jersey-based artists.

Ms. Elsayed's painting process is closely linked with writing and in this show the artist performs a kind of editing and revision to selected works to create new and altered meanings. The exhibition will include new site-specific pieces and will be accompanied by an exhibition catalog with essay by short story writer and novelist Alice Elliott Dark.

The impetus for the exhibition comes from a flood that damaged the artist’s studio where she had been working for 14 years. In the frantic effort to remove work, Ms. Elsayed had the realization that “all the work is really just one big piece” and that work from years ago formed a connected narrative to the most recent paintings. Materiality, scale and language have all been choreographed here to function together as a massive meta-narrative.

 

Ms. Elsayed combines text and imagery to create visually narrative paintings that document internal and external geographies. Her work, influenced by conceptual art, comics, and landscape painting, is informed by autobiography and environment, to create illustrated documents of places and memories.  Her paintings, prints and artist books have been shown widely at galleries and art institutions throughout the United States and internationally, and is in numerous public collections. Ms. Elsayed has received awards from the Joan Mitchell Foundation, the Edward Albee Foundation, Visual Studies Workshop, Women’s Studio Workshop, Headlands Center for the Arts, and The NJ State Council on the Arts. She received her MFA from Columbia University.
Gallery Aferro is located at 73 Market St, Newark, NJ. 
Gallery hours are Thurs – Sat, 12– 6 PM and by appt

